
April was a sad month for 

Whitfords Sea Rescue 

with the passing away of 

John Stacy, one of the 

Groups founding mem-

bers. The following  is the 

eulogy given at John's 

funeral by Ron Upton, 

our first Commander . 

I first met John Stacy 

some 36 years ago in 

1974 shortly after moving 

to Perth from the country. 

John was a foundation 

member of the Whitfords 

Sea Sports Club which 

was being formed at the 

time and which I also 

joined. John was a very  

keen fisherman and boat-

ing enthusiast and apart 

from his boating activities 

at Whitfords he under-

took periodic fishing and 

boating trips to places 

like Cervantes, Jurien 

Bay, Knarloo and even 

on one occasion to Abrol-

los Islands. In late 1974 

when the need for an or-

ganised Sea Search and  

Rescue Group cov-

ering the northern 

coastal areas of 

Perth became ap-

parent, John was 

one of the first to 

offer his help.  From 

that time onwards 

we became firm 

friends. Apart from 

his devotion to 

Nancy and their fam-

ily and to his love of 

the land which has 

already been re-

lated, John became 

a loyal and devoted 

member of the newly 

formed W.V.S.R.G. 

and spent many, 

many hours both 

day and night in 

training and rescue 

operations. His con-

cern  for the welfare 

and safety of others 

was part of his na-

ture and was very 

apparent. John was 

a very knowledge-

able and capable 

rescue boat skipper 

and there are many 

members of the boat-

ing fraternity who 

could easily owe their 

lives to his endeav-

ours. Johns involve-

ment and dedication 

to Sea Search and 

Rescue did not cease 

with the seagoing side 

of things as he also 

spent many hours 

both day and night on 

radio operator duties 

and together with his 

good friend Henry Hall 

maintained and ser-

viced the W.V.S.R.G. 

Rescue boats weekly 

for many years up to 

very recent times. 

Whitfords current larg-

est rescue boat  
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The organisers of the Joonda-

lup Festival once again re-

quested that WVSRG provide 

sausage sizzle services at this 

years two day festival.  Judy 

Boag jumped at the opportu-

nity to raise much needed ex-

tra revenue for the group and 

set the wheels in motion.  Like 

a well oiled machine Judy set 

about organising food, drink 

and more importantly, vol-

unteers to man the BBQ, set 

things up and generally 

keep the public well fed. 

After a stop and start first 

day, mainly due to mixed 

weather conditions, every-

one got into their stride and 

knew a good hot dog when 

they saw one.  All in all 

1900 buns & Sausages 

were consumed along with 

10 kilos of bacon,  50 kilos 

of Onion, 10 kilos of cheese 

and all washed down with 

1200 cans of soft drink / water. 

We grossed about $7000 over 
the 2 days which gave a tidy 

profit of about $4000. 

Many thanks to all who gave 

their time to make this event a 

big success. 

Dominic Carrington 

Jason Jupp 

Jonathan Debenham 

The Group would like to wel-

come the following three new 

members : 

We hope you enjoy your time 

with Whitfords Sea Rescue. 

Alan Cumberworth 
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NEW MEMBERS 

CALL OUT  

Joondalup Festival  
Judy's Buns As Popular As Ever 

Squad 3 Skipper ( Ken Blackie) 
and willing assistant, Sandra 

Teagle find new skills at the BBQ 

Continued from Page 1 

is named ―Stacy Hall‖ in rec-

ognition of such  long and 

devoted service so his 

name lives on.  Johns quite 

confident and friendly per-

sonality will be sadly missed 

but very fondly remembered 

by all who knew him and 

especially all involved with 

W.V.S.R.G. 

The Whitfords 
Voluntary Sea 
Rescue, Green 
one “Stacy 
Hall” out on pa-

trol 
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keeps statistics on all of the 

jobs we complete. In the first 

quarter of this year(2010) Whit-

fords responded to 81 inci-

dents, using over 650 man-

hours and more than 6,000 li-

tres of fuel to bring 168 people 

home safe and well! 

The residents and visitors to 

the northern beaches, Hillarys, 

Ocean Reef and Mindarie har-

bors  will often see the Whit-

fords rescue craft passing by or 

tied up along side.  But what do 

the boats achieve? Roger How-

ell, Whitford‘s publicity officer, 

On the 11th April 2010 we lost 

John Stacy, a very dear friend 

and long-standing member of 

34 years, to cancer at the age 

of 86.  He will be sadly missed 

by all who knew him and par-

ticularly by those members who 

have known John for many 

years.  Our condolences go out 

to his wife Nancy, family and 

friends and may he rest in 

peace. 

In past news letters I have spo-

ken about the new Radio Over 

Internet Protocol system that 

we were installing and I can 

now proudly announce that it is 

fully operational.  After a monu-

mental effort by Roger Howell, 

Joss Dwyer and their teams, 

we are now able to monitor our 

radios remotely 24/7 and are 

less likely to miss calls as we 

have in the past. 

Another milestone has been 

achieved since the last news 

letter in that our new sea res-

cue boat has commenced 

manufacture at Kirby Marine 

and we are looking forward to 

the finished product in about 6 

months time. 

On another sad note, our previ-

ous editor and education offi-

cer, Alex McTaggart resigned 

from the Group and we wish 

him well for the future.  Our 

new editor is Tim Pugh and the 

new education officer is Steve 

Thatcher who have kindly vol-

unteered their services.  I 

would like to take this opportu-

nity to thank them both for 

stepping into the breach and 

wish them well in their new po-

sitions. 

Commander Geoff Sparrow 

For over 30 years John 

Stacy had made his 

own boat available to 

Whitfords Sea Rescue.  

During this time Kirilli 

Three, known as Green 

23  had been fitted out 

with additional equip-

ment  to aid in the res-

cue of local vessels and she 

has been used extensively as a 

back up boat to the group.  Fol-

lowing Johns passing away, 

the family asked for the boat to 

be returned.  Pictured left is the 

Commander  handing back the 

boat to John Stacy Junior after 

a good tidy up. 
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168 People Home and Dry 

A Word From The Commander 

FAREWELL TO GREEN  23 
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Member of House Visits Whitfords  
The following was written by 

Luke Simpkins, Liberal 

Party Representative for 

Cowan who recently visited 

the group. 

 

 ―I recently visited Whitfords 

Volunteer Sea Rescue 

Group at their headquarters 

at the Ocean Reef Marina. 

Whitfords Volunteer Sea 

Rescue Group is one of 

three volunteer groups, to-

gether with Sea Search Fre-

mantle and Cockburn Vol-

unteer Sea Search and 

Rescue, that are contracted 

to provide first-responder 

rescue services off the 

coast of the greater Perth 

area. With almost 100 mem-

bers, the group is the larg-

est and one of the busiest 

volunteer sea rescue 

groups in WA, performing 

approximately 300 rescues 

each year. Of those mem-

bers, not one is in a paid 

position, yet they undertake 

regular weekend duties and 

are often on call. 

The volunteers of the group 

perform their duties as crew 

on the boats, radio opera-

tors, support and admini-

stration personnel as well 

as trainers. Apart from their 

core task of being first re-

sponders for rescue, in a 

related task they also keep 

track of boats that have 

logged on with them to check 

that they all return as planned. 

This task keeps the radio op-

erators in their operations cen-

tre very busy. The Whitfords 

Volunteer Sea Rescue Group 

also conducts training courses 

including the obligatory recrea-

tional skippers licence and 

coastal navigation courses. 

The Whitfords Volunteer Sea 

Rescue Group is something of 

an institution in the northern 

suburbs of Perth. Many a boat 

owner has come to appreciate 

their dedicated service to the 

community, and I know they 

are highly regarded. It was re-

cently reported that there was 

almost a 50 per cent increase 

in the number of call-outs for 

the Whitfords Volunteer Sea 

Rescue Group during the first 

part of the summer boat sea-

son. This demonstrates the 

need for a professional and 

highly effective rescue service, 

and this is provided in the 

northern suburbs by the Whit-

fords sea rescue group. 

These increases in call-outs 

also underline the need for 

such services to be sought 

only in true emergency situa-

tions and never as a hoax. Un-

fortunately, Scott Bradley Pike, 

a hoax caller in October 2009, 

cost the general community 

and sea rescue services a 

great deal of time, effort and 

money by pretending to be a 

boat owner in distress. He was 

found by the police and in 

January he was sentenced to 

six months jail and a fine of 

over $50,000. This will be a 

warning to those who may be 

tempted in the future to endan-

ger lives and waste resources 

by diverting emergency ser-

vices from their duties when 

there is no emergency. 

The Whitfords group is run on 

a very tight budget, receiving 

some funding from the state 

government, but it also gener-

ates revenue for operating ex-

penses from the conduct of 

sausage sizzles, the sale of 

radio call sign memberships 

and other activities such as 

running training courses. It 

should be remembered that 

the fuel for the boats and other 

overheads have to be paid for 

out of the funding grant and 

these sorts of fundraisers. 

In my visit I met the com-

mander, Geoff Sparrow; Joss 

Dwyer, the OIC of Operations; 

and a number of the volun-

teers. I would also particularly 

like to thank Roger Howell for 

organising my visit and a dem-

onstration on one of the boats. 

The Whitfords Volunteer Sea 

Rescue Group is a highly dedi-

cated and committed team. On 

behalf of my constituents I 

thank them and I honour them 

for the great job they do.‖ 

Article published 10/03/2010 © Com-
monwealth of Australia [2002] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OIC
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Howell
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Subsequent to the exercise on 

our training day, here are three 

options for righting an over-

turned vessel. 

The Two Boat method. 

This is the method used at the 

training day.  Vessel 1 attaches 

a tow line to the overturned 

boat and takes the strain.  Ves-

sel 2 attempts to right the ves-

sel using a grappling hook.  

Care must be taken to avoid 

putting too much strain on the 

grappling line in case it slips.  

This can be done by only using 

―muscle power‖ to turn the boat 

over.  When the vessel is 

righted, Vessel 1 starts to go 

ahead – but care must be 

taken to ensure that the grap-

pling line is not caught up.  

Vessel 2 should be ready to 

dump the grappling line if nec-

essary; therefore the line 

should not be attached to ves-

sel 2. 

The Robin Method. 

In this method only one vessel 

is required.    This procedure 

was used recently with success 

on the boat belonging to the 

people who were rescued by 

helicopter.   The tow line is at-

tached to the overturned vessel 

and the rescue vessel is posi-

tioned at right angles to the 

overturned boat. A grappling 

hook is used to right the vessel 

and as the 

vessel be-

gins to roll 

over, the res-

cue boat 

goes ahead 

to bring the 

bow up.  The 

grappling line 

is paid out 

and as way 

is increased, 

the bow of 

the vessel rises and a lot of the 

water inside spills out over the 

stern. The boat can then be 

towed to harbour. 

 

The Bill Method. 

In this method only one vessel 

is required as well.   This pro-

cedure is vouched for by Bill 

who has used it several times.  

In this procedure, the rescue 

vessel attaches a tow line to 

the overturned boat, keeping 

the line very short.  The over-

turned vessel will probably be 

inclined to roll one way or an-

other depending on the sea 

and wind.  The rescue vessel 

then takes the strain on the tow 

line and makes a tight turn in 

the direction that the vessel 

wants to roll.  As the speed 

slowly increases, the over-

turned vessel will commence to 

right itself.  As it rights, the tow-

ing vessel straightens up and 

increases speed until the bow 

of the vessel being towed is up 

and water drains over the 

stern.  Depending on the state 

of the sea and wind, a crew-

man may be able to board the 

vessel to complete the empty-

ing of the water inside the boat. 

Written by  Peter Huggins, Skipper 

of 6 Squad. 

Robin and Bill referred to in the 

article are Robin Bodilly and Bill 

Kellett  both skippers with the 

Group.. 
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UPRIGHTING A BOAT - A TECHNICAL NOTE 

As the speed slowly increases, 

the overturned vessel will 

commence to right itself.  

Righted dingy being pumped 
out by Green 2         ( Photo 

by M. Gray, Squad 3) 

Green 23 Undertaking Uprighting Exercise 

( Photo by M. Gray, Squad 3) 



August/ September followed 

by  additional fit out of the 

groups standard rescue 

equipment.  Many skippers 

and crew are eagerly await-

ing their training on the new 

boat  plus the additional ca-

pability it will provide the 

Group. 

After months of research, delib-

eration and consultation, the 

building of the new rescue boat 

for the Group has been com-

missioned.  Construction of the  

11m Naiad by Kirby Marine 

Fabrications at Henderson has 

begun (Pictured right).  Antici-

pated delivery of the vessel is 

Page 6 

 

CALL OUT  

daft enough to put my hand 

up.  Having been the editor of 

an angling magazine for sev-

eral years I am hoping I can 

build upon the previous good 

work by Alex.  I always see 

such a publication as work in 

progress so you can expect a 

few more changes as I act 

upon peoples suggestions. 

With this in mind, should you 

have any stories, items, or 

even comments that you would 

like published please send 

t h e m  t o  m e  a t 

pught@rpsgroup.com.au. 

I am looking forward to the new 

challenge and I hope you enjoy 

reading this issue. 

 

Tim Pugh —Editor 

NEW LOOK  
CALL OUT 

The  concept of a Whitfords 

Sea Rescue magazine was 

the combined brain child of 

Alex McTaggart and the com-

mittee  and Alex must be 

given full credit for getting the 

publication off the ground.  

After several editions Alex has 

hung up his gloves and I was  

world. Of course, to make 

things easier, more volunteers 

are required to be part of a ros-

ter to cover the 11pm-7am 

s h i f t .  C o n t a c t  o p e r a -

tions@whitfordssearescue.org.

au if you can help out. 

Well, the ongoing issue of 

needing radio operators for 

weekday and weekend shifts 

continues. If you can please be 

available to do more than your 

half-day per month (maybe you 

can do a full day, or 2 half-

d ay s )  p lea se  l e t  re -

cords@whitfordssearescue.org

.au know. Maybe you are ros-

tered on boat duty across a 

weekend but not required as 

there are enough crew – 

please let records know if you 

can assist in the Tower. 

Joss Dwyer 

Well the Remote Radio System 

is up and running, and really 

quite simple to use. Volunteers 

using the system take home a 

briefcase which houses the 

equipment, including the lap-

top. Basically all that is re-

quired is a power point. The 

system runs off wireless inter-

net allowing the user to access 

the radios of either Cockburn, 

Fremantle or Whitfords Sea 

Rescue from anywhere in the 

Radio Ops in a Briefcase 

New Boat Update 

mailto:operations@whitfordssearescue.org.au
mailto:operations@whitfordssearescue.org.au
mailto:operations@whitfordssearescue.org.au
mailto:records@whitfordssearescue.org.au
mailto:records@whitfordssearescue.org.au
mailto:records@whitfordssearescue.org.au
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Have you ever wondered 

where we get some of our eve-

ryday phrases from?  As explo-

ration of the globe took place 

and sailing ships became the 

main source of transport for 

commerce, it was inevitable 

that terminology and phrases 

used onboard crept into the 

everyday language.  Here are a 

few explanations to some such 

phrases. 

Shows his true colours 

Early warships often carried 

flags from many nations on 

board in order to elude or de-

ceive the enemy. The rules of 

civilised warfare called for all 

ships to hoist their true national 

ensigns before firing a shot. 

Someone who finally "shows 

his true colors" is acting like a 

man-of-war which hailed an-

other ship flying one flag, but 

then hoisted their own when 

they got in firing range. 

Following on from this is Bam-

boozle which is from the 17th 

century, it described the Span-

ish custom of hoisting false 

flags to deceive (bamboozle) 

enemies 

Between the Devil and the 

Deep Blue Sea 

The devil was the longest 

seam of the ship, thought to be 

the first plank on the outer hull 

of a wooden vessel from stem 

to stern. When at sea and the 

devil had to be caulked, the 

sailor hung from a rope to do 

so. He was suspended be-

tween the devil and the sea —

  a very precarious position, 

especially when the ship was 

underway.  

Chewing the Fat 

Literally, eating the seaman's 

daily ration of tough, salt-cured 

pork or beef. Long before re-

frigeration, cured meats were 

tough but durable and it took a 

lot of chewing to make them 

edible. Has come to mean a 

friendly conversation (or talking 

too much, depending who's 

talking). 

Let the cat  

out of the 

bag  

The cat 'o 

nine tails 

was nor-

mally kept 

in a cloth 

bag, and 

was only 

pulled out 

immediately prior to flogging, 

hence the phrase signifying 

that one has crossed some 

bright line of misconduct, etc. 

The bag was sometimes bran-

dished in front of a potential 

miscreant to warn him, some-

what like brandishing the mace 

before an unruly member.  

 

Under the Weather -  

If a crewman is standing watch 

on the weather side of the bow, 

he will be subject to the con-

stant beating of the sea and the 

ocean spray. He will be under 

the weather.  

Money for Old Rope 

Rope made from hemp had a 

limited lifetime. When it wore 

out it was picked apart and re-

cycled. It was used for caulk-

ing. Rope fibers (known as oa-

kum) were hammered into the 

seams between planks of a 

ship and hot pitch was poured 

over it. This was done to water-

proof the ship. Of course you 

got money for the old rope. The 

phrase came to mean money 

for anything (seemingly) worth-

less. 

A Square Meal 

Sailors used to eat off wooden 

boards; these were square in 

shape and were usually not 

filled with food. However, after 

a heavy watch the sailors were 

given a large meal which filled 

the board — a square meal. 
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NAUTICAL ORIGINS 



‗We recently had the unenviable task of retrieving a 

drowned person off Two Rocks.  Two other persons 

were rescued by the RAC Rescue Helicopter and 

the tragedy could have been far worse as it was by 

pure chance that the Two Rocks Sea Rescue Boat 

had been on patrol at the time and had come across 

an upturned dinghy about 5 nautical miles out from 

the shore.  They subsequently raised the alarm that 

there may be people in the water and requested 

assistance.  It is a timely reminder, that when you 

put to sea in a boat you should let someone know 

where you are going and advise them of the time 

you are expected back.  Also, log on with your local 

Sea Rescue Group and carry an EPIRB.‘ 

Commander Geoff Sparrow 

 

CONTACT US 

Adverts 

Organization 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 26th May—General Meeting, 8pm. 

 29th to 30th May—RST Theory 
and Practical. 

 14th, 21st and 28th June—Coastal 
Navigation Course 

 16th June  - Green Squad Meeting 

 20th June—Group Training 

 26th to 27th June — RST Theory 
and Practical. 

 30th June—General Meeting, 
8pm. 

You can contact the Whitfords Volunteer Sea Res-

cue Group using any of the methods below. 

Telephone Contact All Hours : (08) 9401 3757 

Address :  1 Boat Harbour Quays 
  Ocean Reef WA 6027 

  Australia 

Radio : Ch 90 (Ch 88 Emergency) for 27 

MHz and Ch  73 (Ch 16 Emergency) for VHF ra-

dio.  Call Sign  VJ6LQ. 

Web : http://www.whitfordssearescue.org.au/ 

Commander: Geoff Sparrow — 94470104 

Secretary: Judy Boag — 0412 240571 

Publicity Officer: Roger Howell — 94477263 

Education Officer: Steve Thatcher— 93054190 

Editor: Tim Pugh — 94036312, or                  

   pught@rpsgroup.com.au 

 

 

 

WA Clear skin Cellars, Kingsley Shopping Centre, Kingsley 

A STRONG 
REMINDER TO ALL 

BOAT OWNERS 

http://www.whitfordssearescue.org.au/

