
wines, each with their own custom-

ised labels representing the Group 

logo and a picture of Ken taken just 

a few years ago! 

For those of you who do not know 

Ken, he is one of the earliest mem-

bers of the Group back in the times 

when rescues were carried out from 

privately owned boats launched 

At the Groups Christmas function, 

early in December, the opportunity 

was taken to present Ken Blackie 

with a commemorative medal and 

several other awards such as the 

ñGolden Spoonò and a pair of navi-

gation socks!  To mark the occa-

sion, Joss Dwyer  was good 

enough to provide a selection of 
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at Mullaloo Point by tractor.  Since then Ken has 

been Commander and long standing Deputy 

Commander as well as the much loved Skipper 

of Squad 3.   

Some say he is a gruff old bugger but then they 

don't know him properly.  There is a much 

sweeter side to Ken and he is often seen deliver-

ing honey and good wishes to those feeling a bit 

under the weather or sorry for them selves.   

Perhaps a bigger medal should be given to his 

wife Lynn, who has put up with his absence from 

the family home as he has dedicated his time to 

those needing help out at sea. 

The whole Group would like to congratulate Ken 

on his service and dedication to Whitfords Sea 

Rescue and hope that he has many more years 

with us and that Lynn's patience does not totally 

run out. 

Ken gratefully receiving  his ñNavigation 

Socksò presented to him by Roger Howell at 

the Whitfords Sea Rescue Christmas Func-

tion.  
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Another successful year is drawing to a close; 

we are not yet half way through summer and 

already there has been a óMaydayô call.  Unfor-

tunately this resulted in the loss of a life when a 

seaman fell overboard from a freighter 3 nauti-

cal miles west of Rottnest Island.  Our large 

sea rescue boat óStacy-Hallô was out of action 

at the time and therefore it was left to our Naiad 

sea rescue boat óCity of Joondalupô to join in 

the search.  It was wet and windy and the sea 

state was horrendous according to the crews 

who were out at sea searching that day.  As a 

result some minor injuries were sustained and it 

was very fortunate that nobody was badly hurt.  

Hearty congratulations go to all those members 

who put their lives at risk in the hope of saving 

this particular seaman. 

Another interesting incident occurred recently 

when a 37ft Bavaria yacht drifted onto óThe 

Lumpsô (a reef off Mullaloo Beach) and was 

stuck fast in a crevice.  óStacy-Hallô (G1) arrived 

on the scene first but she was unable to get in 

close and was having difficulty getting a line to 

the stricken yacht in the strong NE winds.  The 

yacht launched a rubber dinghy, which was 

used to try and drag the tow line from G1 back 

to the yacht but it turned out to be impossible in 

the prevailing winds.  óCity of Joondalupô (G2) 

arrived soon after and took over the line, which 

was eventually passed to the yacht using a 

swimmer from the stricken boat.  Once the line 

was attached to the stern of the yacht, G2 took 

the strain but the yacht was stuck fast.  G1 took 

over the tow but she failed to budge the yacht 

as well so it was decided to ask assistance 

from the Sorrento SLSC to off load the crew 

and any other weight from the yacht using their 

rubber ducky.  The yacht master was also 

asked to pump overboard all his fresh water to 

try and lighten their load.  Once this exercise 

was complete the tow line was attached to the 

bow of the yacht, as a passage appeared to 

exist through the reef in a NE direction from the 

yacht.  As G1 took the strain once again the  

bow of the yacht swung round and it started to 

move forward through the narrow passage in the 

reef.  After much scraping of the keel the yacht 

eventually broke free and was able to return to 

Hillary's Boat Harbor under her own power. 

 

When we are called out to a rescue, the people 

concerned on the disabled boats are usually 

very appreciative of our service.  However, this 

is not always the case and a recent incident is of 

note, when we were called out to tow a disabled 

boat back to Mindarie, which was drifting north 

of Rottnest Island.  The call out came at 

12:20am on a Monday morning and the job was 

completed at around 5:30am.  When it came 

time to get the necessary details from the skip-

per of the disabled boat he was un-cooperative 

and kept walking away from a crew member 

from our rescue boat.  There were 5 males on 

board and eventually one of them said to the 

skipper that we had voluntarily got out of bed to 

come and rescue them and that he should show 

a bit of respect. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

members and their partners for the dedicated 

support you have provided to the group over the 

past year.  It never ceases to amaze me to see 

members responding at all hours and without 

hesitation to help the boating public who need 

our assistance.  I believe that we provide an ex-

cellent, professional service for those in need on 

the sea and this would not be possible without 

the continued support of our members; well 

done to you all.  I wish you all a very enjoyable 

festive season and a happy and prosperous 

New Year. 

 

 

Geoff Sparrow 
Commander 

 

See over leaf for images of the Bavaria incident. 



BAVARIA ON THE LUMPS  
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Picture 1.  Green 1 takes the strain and pulls the Bavaria off the reef. 

Picture 2.  Green 2 discussing the situation with the yachts skipper and crew 

Picture 3.  Green 2 escorts the Bavaria back to Hilary's Boat Harbour. 

Picture 4.  Kari New, crew of Green 1 is taken back to the Bavaria to complete the paper work. 

 

Picture 1 

Picture 4 

Picture 3 

Picture 2 
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group has the best equipment 

for it's public education section, 

fuel & equipment officers and 

publicity and promotions.  We 

extend our appreciation to Lot-

terywest for their support. 

 

 

Roger Howell 
Promotions & Publicity. 

Whitfords Volunteer Sea Res-

cue will this month ( Decem-

ber) upgrade all it's computers 

and printers, thanks to a grant 

from Lotterywest. 

 

Vital information involving 

membership details and rescue 

information currently stored on 

old second hand computers 

donated to the group several 

years ago will finally be avail-

able to our radio & rescue crew 

operators  using the latest 

computer technology. 

 

A mix of 3 desktop and 6 lap-

top computers will ensure the 

"Lotterywest come to the Rescue"   

This summer will see  the introduction in the Metro area of the new emergency boating number  

18004RESCUE 
Skippers who need assistance when their boats break down this summer can now phone one num-
ber to receive help anywhere in the Perth metropolitan waters.  The service has been initiated by 
Metropolitan Volunteer Sea Rescue  to lighten the pressure placed on the emergency number, 000 

when the assistance required is not  for a life threatening incident. 
Motor problems, fuel blockages and flat batteries are common causes of boat breakdowns and assis-
tance can be given 24 /7 by the Groupôs members, Cockburn, Fremantle and Whitfords Sea Rescue 
Groups. 
The Department for Transport  has given its full support  to the initiative which is in line with its own 

recently launched campaign: Youôre the skipper, youôre responsible.  
 
DoT reminds all vessel masters of the importance of checking their vessel before commencing a voy-
age to ensure it is seaworthy and has the required safety equipment.  
 
If you break down in the Swan River but your pen is in Mindarie, a call to 18004RESCUE 
(18004737283) , is all it takes to get you home safely. 

 
For Further Media Information contact :  
Roger Howell  
President 
Metropolitan Volunteer Sea Rescue Group 
0419 944 787 
MVSRG@bigpond.com 

IMPROVED SAFETY FOR SKIPPERS THIS 

SUMMER  

tel:%2818004737283
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SEA RESCUE CHRISTMAS DINNER  

ROUGES GALLARY  
Photos by Alan Cumberworth  


